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Specialist Learning Disability Services
Cherrytrees, Hitchin Hospital

Talbot Street, Hitchin, Herts.  SG5 2QU

Tel: 01438 781381










Fax: 01438 781354

alison.fitzgerald@hpt.nhs.uk

14 August 2006

Dear All
Re: Changes to Specialist Learning Disability Dietetic Service

We are writing to inform you of some changes to the way that dietetics will be provided to adults with learning disabilities in the future.

As a result of the financial deficit within the NHS in Hertfordshire there is going to be a reduction within the Specialist Learning Disability Dietetics service which will be re- focusing on dysphagia as part of a specialist multi disciplinary team coming into effect from October 06.

Due to the financial situation we are required, where possible, to move forward with service changes, although we are awaiting a final outcome from the Secretary of State for Health following a referral by Herts County Council Scrutiny Committee regarding the HPT cuts.  
Therefore we are about to begin a period of transition where our Specialist Learning Disability Dietitians will only be accepting referrals relating to dysphagia for both community and in-patients services.  All other referrals relating to nutritional and/or dietary support should be discussed with the GP, who may refer these, if they meet the referral criteria, to local dietetic services.

The Specialist Learning Disability Dietitians will be writing discharge reports, and these will be shared as needed. Those service users who are currently treated in relation to dysphagia will remain on a clinical caseload. 

These transitional arrangements will be in place until the end of September 06 following which the specialist dietetic dysphagia service will be launched along with the new learning disability service models in October 06.

The impact of the reduction of specialist dietetic services will be monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis.

If you have any queries regarding this then please contact any of the following:

Anne Webster, Assistant Director, Herts. HPT                                   
01727 897707

Jackie Green, Community Manager, West Herts, HPT                      
01727 829800

Alison Fitzgerald, Community Manager, East & North Herts, HPT    
01438 781381

Helen Cooper Nutrition & Dietetic Service Mgr, E & N Herts

01707 362514

Lynn Elliott, Head of Dietetics, West Herts 



01727 866600

Yours sincerely

Alison Fitzgerald, Helen Cooper and Lynn Elliott
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